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Thailand, formally the Kingdom of Siam, is a country in
South East Asia. Its capital and largest city is Bangkok. The
word Thai is derived from the word Tai meaning "freedom"
in the Thai language and is also the name of the majority
ethnic group.

History

The region known today as Thailand has been inhabited by man for more than 400,000 years ago. However, the first
Thai or Siamese state is traditionally considered to be the Buddhist kingdom of Sukothai, which was founded in 1238,
followed by the decline and fall of the Khmer empire in the 13th century AD. European powers began travelling to Thai-
land in the 16th century. Despite European pressure, Thailand is the only Southeast Asian country never to have been
colonised by a European power.

A Population & Language

\ Thai people are well known for their friendliness and hospitality. A
: ) large majority of over 62 million citizens of Thailand are ethnic Thai,
along with strong communities whose ethnic origins lie in China, India
and elsewhere. About 10 million people reside in the capital city of
Bangkok. Spoken and written Thai is largely incomprehensible to the
casual visitor. However, English is widely understood, particularly in
Bangkok where it is almost the major commercial language.
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Geography Facts

At 514,000 km (198,000 sq mi), Thailand is home to several distinct
geographic regions. The north of the country is mountainous, with the
highest point being Doi Inthanon at 2,576 metres (8,451 ft). The
northeast consists of the Khorat plateau, bordered to the east by the
Mekonag river, The centre of the country is dominated by the predomi-
nantly flat Chao phraya river valley, which runs into the Gulf of Thai-
land. The south consists of the narrow Kra Isthmus that widens into
the Malay Penisula. The local climate is tropical and characterised by
Mmonsoons.

Thailand today is a newly industrialised country. Thailand exports over
$105 billion worth of products annually.Thailand is the world’s no.1
exporter of rice, exporting 6.5 million tons of milled rice annually. Rice
is the most important crop in the country. Thailand has the highest
percent of arable land, 27.25%, of any nation in the Greater Mekong
Subregion. About 55% of the available land area is used for rice
production.
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