
Phuket is one of the southern provinces of Thailand. The 
name Phuket is apparently derived from the word bukit in 
Malay, which means mountain or hi ll, as this is what t he 
island appears like from a distance. Before that its old name 
was Ta-Lang, derived from the old Malay "Telong" which 
means cape. 
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History

The most significant event in the history of Phuket was the attack by the Burmese in 1785. Sir Francis Light, a British East 
India Company captain passing by the island, sent word to the local administration that he had observed Burmese forces 
preparing to attack. Khunying Jan, the wi fe of the recently deceased governor, and her sister Mook then assembled what 
forces they could. After a month-long siege, the Burmese were forced to retreat March 13, 1785. The two women became 
local heroines, receiving the honorary ti tles Thao Thep Kasatri and Thao Sri Sunthon from King Rama I.

Geography & Nature

Thailand's largest island, which is often dubbed as the pearl of the 
Andaman, or t he pearl of t he South. It s natural resources- rocky 
peninsular, limestone cliffs, white powdery beaches, tranquil broad 
bays and tropical in-land forests contribut e to making i t t he South's 
wealthiest, busiest, most visited and most popular island and prov-
ince.

Tourist Attractions

Phuket has a lot more to offer its visitors other than its natural heritage 
sea, sand, sky, beach, forest, and world-renowned diving sites. Sino-
Portuguese architecture casts its spell delighting travelers to the city, 
while Phuket-style hospitality has never failed to impress visitors from 
all walks of life. Phuket has several up to international standards 18-
hole golf courses. For seafood lovers, there is a lot more to sample 
than just the Phuket's famous lobster. Altogether, these characteristics 
have made Phuket a truly unique destin ation.

Come to Phuket, enjoy a tr ip through our old city and afterwards relax 
on one of t he beautiful islands. If adventure is more like your taste 
than you have to visit t he untouched jungle in Khao Sok National Park 
or go snorkeling or diving to e xperience the magical underwater world. 
You can be pampered by one of the masseuses in a traditional mas-
sage or spa. In the evening there is always the spectacle Thai heritage 
show at Phuket Fantasea.
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