
Pattaya is nestled along a picturesque bay on the east coast 
of the Gulf of Thailand, roughly 170 kilometers southeast of 
Bangkok. From a fishing village in the 1960's, Pattaya has 
emerged as the favorite Southeast Asian vacation center. A 
fascinating escape where tourists, holiday makers and vaca-
tioners from around the world unfold an incomparable array 
of possibilities to unwind during an exotic beach vacation.

Pattaya
www.turismoasia.com

History

Pattaya was simply a small fishing village until it was discovered as a beach resort by Bangkok residents in the 1960s. 
Soon thereafter, American servicemen from the U.S. Air Force base at U-Tapao in neighbouring Rayong province began 
using the area for rest and recuperation. When the Americans left following the end of th e Vietnam War, the city fell into 
a crisis. However, modern mass tourism, f rom Europe and America, brought a new lease of li fe to Pattaya. In recent years 
the city has pushed hard to keep up to the new international standards concerning tourism. Entertainment is increasingly 
diverse and attracts local as well foreign tourists to enjoy and relax in Pattaya. 

Tourist Attractions

Pattaya is a paradise for everyone, as it has a variety of att ractions 
suitable for all types of visitors. This is the place where you can fill your 
day, from dusk to dawn, with endless activities, or you may choose to 
do nothing at all and relax.

Nong Nooch Tropical Garden is located some 15 kilometers east of 
Pattaya. The 500-acre site has well maintained botanical gardens and 
an orchid nursery. Moreover the facility has lively cultural shows in a 
Thai village setting. Other att ractions in Pattaya are the Elephant 
Village and Underwater World Pattaya, a world class aquarium, and 
Ripley's Believe It or Not Museum. The Vimantaitalay tourist subma-
rine takes customers underwater to see corals and marine life just a 
few kilometers offshore.  

Pattaya is known for its cabaret revues featuring kathoeys (male-to-
female travestites) wi th Alcazar and Tiffany's being the largest and 
most elaborate. Other activities include Thai traditional massage and 
spa and golfing at th e area's many golf courses.
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